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P4C Policy 2025

RATIONALE 

“An education that emphasises community, communication and intelligent enquiry, and a Reconstructive attitude can best serve the citizens of an ever-changing world” John Dewey
AIMS 
· To help children and young people develop into effective, critical and creative thinkers and to take responsibility for their own learning in a caring and collaborative environment by providing practical ways of developing good thinking, questioning and communication skills.

· To help children develop the basic skills and dispositions that will enable them to contribute to a multicultural society.

· To create a caring classroom situation and environment where children; learn to listen to and respect each other and make links between matters of personal concern (concepts) such as; love, growing up, friendship, bullying, fairness etc .  And more general philosophical issues (concepts) such as;  change, personal identity, free will, space, time, truth etc .

· To encourage children to challenge and explore the beliefs and values of others, and to develop their own views and experience quiet moments of thinking and reflection.

· To encourage children to learn to be clear in their thinking and to make responsible and more deliberate judgements.

· To encourage children to learn to be more thoughtful by basing their decisions and actions on reasons 

· To strengthen the common purpose of school e.g. Why are we here?  Education of moral values, ethics and dialogue.

· To have high expectations of children's abilities to think critically and creatively and to develop morally and socially.

· To use P4C to help to enhance the quality of learning and raise standards of attainment and achievement across the curriculum and beyond.

· To develop stronger pupil staff relationships.

· To develop higher levels of self esteem, greater independence and improved behaviour through the development of caring attitudes towards peers and to boost intellectual confidence.  

THE 4 Cs
Through P4C lessons children will develop the 4C’s: creative, critical, caring and collaborative skills.

· Caring thinking – listening (concentrating) and valuing (appreciating)

· Collaborative thinking – responding (communicating) and supporting (building on each other’s ideas)

· Critical thinking – questioning (interrogating) and reasoning (evaluating)

· Creative Thinking – connecting (relating) and suggesting (speculating)

ATTRIBUTES
P4C also specifically promotes the school attributes of

· Curious - Children are encouraged to ask questions about the world we live in.
· Independent – Children forward their own ideas, and argue their own reasoning, coming to conclusions on their own individually or as a group, in contrast to simply being told.
· Articulate – Children share their opinions with each other, build upon each other’s ideas.
· Reflective - After sessions children and teachers reflect on the quality of the thinking, reasoning and participation and suggest how they could improve.

At Goldenhill Primary Academy we will ensure that … 

· Each class has a weekly 1 hour P4C session (this may be split into 2 half hour sessions)
· P4C is used as a generic teaching and learning tool to deliver many aspects of the curriculum.  
· A cross curricular approach is encouraged and P4C is regularly used to deliver many aspects of History, Geography, R.E, Music, Art, P.S.H.E. and Citizenship. 
· Where possible, P4C is used to deliver the Citizenship and PSHE curriculum and careful planning is used to make explicit links.

· P4C is a major contributing factor towards our inclusive approach.
· Each class uses P4C floor books / powerpoint slides to evidence their session. This evidence allows for the development of philosophy and thinking skills beyond the classroom setting and to encourage a greater involvement of parents and are used to enhance our creative curriculum.

· Assessment of P4C is through observation. 
· Explore ways to encourage P4C dialogue between schools and pupils. 
· Each class will have a P4C display area within their classroom to promote Thinking skills beyond the community of enquiry and across the curriculum. 
· There is a dedicated area of the school website to promote P4C and access resources, enquiries and information. 
SUCCESS CRITERIA 

Children are able to: 

· Ask good questions to provide a focus for the enquiry.

· Give reasons or evidence to support arguments and judgements.

· Clarify concepts through making connections, distinctions and comparisons

· Generate ideas and alternative viewpoints through imaginative thinking

· Test for truth by gathering information, evaluating evidence, examples and counter examples 

· Expand ideas by sustaining and extending lines of thought and argument

GUIDANCE 

We are committed to creating the conditions where a child’s questioning can flourish developing children's abilities to ask their own thoughtful questions. We aim to have as many staff (teachers and TA’s) as possible trained to SAPERE Level One, and new staff to the school will receive in house CPD and where funds permit Sapere Level 1. The co-ordinator will be SAPERE Level 2. We are committed to CPD in P4C. 

REFERENCES
· www.sapere.org.uk 

· www.childrenthinking.co.uk/
· But Why? Sara Stanley
· www.knste-shaw.org.uk[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.png]






Goldenhill Primary Academy 





�





“Everyone Shines At Goldenhill”.


Mission statement:


Goldenhill Primary Academy provides a happy, friendly, secure and respectful environment; where everyone achieves their potential and develops a lifelong love for learning.











