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Learning to read is one of the most important things your child will ever learn. It underpins everything else, so we put as much energy as we possibly can into making sure that every single child learns to read as quickly as possible. We also want your child to develop a real love of reading and to want to read for themselves. This is why we work hard to make sure children develop a love of books as well as simply learning to read.
We start by teaching phonics in Nursery and throughout the Foundation Stage and Keystage 1. At Goldenhill Primary Academy we follow the Letters and Sounds principles and practice of high quality phonics. For more information, please follow this link: http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/.    The six phases of the Letters and Sounds document provides a structure for the teachers to follow and plan children’s progression. The teachers carefully adapt their planning to meet the needs of the children within their class. The teacher’s individual assessments will inform the rate at which the children are able to progress through the phrases and adapt their pace accordingly.
It is expected that Nursery will introduce Phase 1 phonics through small focused groups and activities. This includes learning to make different sounds and developing listening skill. When appropriate, the practitioners will then introduce the initial sounds and may begin to teach digraphs.
In the Reception Class we will revise all  letter sounds and learn new digraphs and trigraphs. At this stage the children are also becoming more confident with segmenting and blending sounds to read whole words. In the Reception class children are also taught words with 4 and 5 sounds in them and alternate ways to read and write different sounds. This continues into Year 1 and 2 as appropriate and children learn to read and write a range of graphemes and alternate graphemes. Along side this the children are taught the ‘tricky words’ – high frequency words which do not follow the regular phonetic pattern.

 
Phonics and reading activities are taught in whole class and small group situations. Your child will work with children who are at the same phonic and/or reading level.  This is so that the teaching can be focussed on their needs.  Discreet phonic sessions take place daily for 15 - 20 minutes and there are also enhanced phonic activities within the indoor and outdoor environment available for the children to explore independently throughout the day – (in the Nursery and Reception classes.) Phonics provision is also supplemented by a wide range of speaking and listening, English, spelling and grammar activities.


All teachers will formally assess their children’s progress at the beginning of the year and the  end of every term in order to inform their planning. Informal assessments are ongoing and plans adapted to meet the needs of the children.

At the end of year 1 the children will take the statutory National Phonic Screening Test. If children are still working towards the phonic test by the end of year 1 then they will work in a small intervention group to enable them to retake the test in year 2.
Teachers regularly read with the children so the children get to know and love all sorts of stories, poetry and information books.  This is in addition to the books that they bring home.  This helps to extend children’s vocabulary and comprehension, as well as supporting their writing. All classrooms have attractive book corners where the children can access a wide range of books, both fiction and non fiction to help embed their love of books, stories and reading.

What can parents/carers do to help?
You can help your child to sound out the letters in words and then to ‘blend’ the sounds together to make a whole word.  Try not to refer to the letters by their names.  Help your child to focus on the sounds.  
Sometimes your child might choose to read a picture book that they know well. Encourage your child to tell you the story out loud; ask them questions about things that happen or what they think about some of the characters in the story.
 
Make reading and learning phonemes/spellings fun for example using magnetic letters on the fridge, foam letters in the bath or playing eye-spy.  Remember to keep reading to your child.  They will come across far more adventurous words than they will in their early reading books.  You will be helping them to grow a vast vocabulary and understand the meaning of different stories etc.  It will also encourage them to love books and want to read more.
 
Your support really does get your child off to a flying start and encourages them to make great progress!


Happy Reading!
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