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School update: National Restrictions

The Government released guidance for school during the lockdown period. There are no
significant changes expected of us from what measures we have already put in place and you
have already been informed of.

Key extracts from the guidance for schools:

Schools continue to remain open for all children and young people as they have since the start of
the autumn term for the duration of the national restrictions.

Being at school is vital for children’s education and for their wellbeing. Time spent out of school is
detrimental for children’s cognitive and academic development, particularly for disadvantaged
children. This impact can affect both current levels of education, and children’s future ability to
learn. It continues to be our aim that all pupils, in all year groups, remain in school full-tfime.

The risk to children themselves of becoming severely ill from coronavirus (COVID-19) is very low
and there are negative health impacts of being out of school. For the vast maijority of children,
the benefits of being back in the classroom far outweigh the low risk from coronavirus (COVID-19)
and schools can take action to reduce risks still further.

Clinically extremely vulnerable children

More evidence has emerged that shows there is a very low risk of children becoming very unwell
from coronavirus (COVID-19), even for children with existing health conditions. Most children
originally identified as clinically extremely vulnerable no longer need to follow original shielding
advice. Parents should be advised to speak to their child's GP or specialist clinician if they have
not already done so, to understand whether their child should still be classed as clinically
extremely vulnerable.

However, for those children whose doctors have confirmed as still clinically exiremely vulnerable,
they are advised not to attend education whilst the national restrictions are in place. Schools will
need to make appropriate arrangements to enable them to continue their education at home.

Children who live with someone who is clinically extremely vulnerable, but who are not clinically
extremely vulnerable themselves, should still attend education.

Parents of clinically extremely vulnerable children will be receiving a letter shortly confirming this
advice.
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Clinically vulnerable children

Children who are clinically vulnerable or have underlying health conditions but are not clinically
extremely vulnerable, may contfinue to attend school in line with current guidance.

Transport

Travel in or out of local areas should be avoided, and parents, carers and staff should look to
reduce the number of journeys they make - but travelling to deliver and access education is still
permitted.

Staff, children and their parents and carers are encouraged to walk or cycle when travelling to
and from school where this is possible, and to plan ahead and avoid busy times and routes on
public transport. This will allow social distancing to be practised.

Clinically extremely vulnerable staff (Advice during period of national restrictions):

Staff who are clinically extremely vulnerable are advised to work from home and not to go into
work. Individuals in this group will have been identified through a letter from the NHS or from their
GP, and may have been advised to shield in the past. This will mean, whilst we are in the period of
national restrictions, there are members of staff at Goldenhill, who can not work in school.

Thank you again for your commitment in trying to keep everyone safe. Please take care during
lockdown

Yours sincerely

smartiin

Mr. S Martin

Head Teacher
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